ixing Work With Pleasure on Humcane—Damaged Islands

'olunteers are needed
r recovery efforts in
e Caribbean.

| ByELAINE GLUSAC

Last fall, Kelly Hepburn, areal es-
tate broker in Denver, thought
about traveling to the Virgin Is-

Maria blew in. In March, Ms.

epburn decided to go to St. John

volunteer cleaning trails in a

aﬁonalpark pmmmgatnschool
ing at an ani

‘nnd running there are big
m}eousdllaheadandalotof

Anar the Category 5 storms

*Just by visiting the injection of
exchange in the economy

xsgomg to help,” said Huyl kag
general of
some want to come to | -m
ﬂnngmaddimtnrelmdngmtlw
beach and we are seeing many
portunities for volmuonﬂsm?’
After the storms, the Friends of
Virgin Islands National Park, a
nonprofit based on St. John that
maintains trails in the park,
needed skilled sawyers to clear
roads and trails. Now; it is seeking
everyday volunteers (email info
@friendsvinp.org). Those who
can spend a week or more will be
given a cot in a shared tent in a
volunteer camp (email ivolunteer
@

the tourism board aims to link
travelers with organizations seek-
ing volunteers to restore gardens,
clean mangroves and reassemble
school libraries. Send inquiries to
Desiree  Wilkes at  dwilkes
@usvitourism.vi.

In Puerto Rico, the envi-
ronmental orpniwwn Para La
Natural |
programs in Janua.ry Volunteers
can sign up for a range of projects
including tree planting, monitor-

[riendsvinp.org).
Elsewhere in the VirginIslands, Cruise

ROYAL CARIBSEAN
passengers building a
hydroponic garden in Puerto Rico,
ing iguana nests, countlns birds

nndnmlnm!ningg
‘l'hsWyndlmnGrand Rio Mar

‘near the El Yunque rain forest in

Puerto Rico will coordinate trans-
portation for and send packed
luniches with guests who sign up
to volunteer in the park. Duties
may include trail work, painting
and surveys, and travelers must
request a volunteer application

mmwmmm’:md
xw&u m“ma':l:
package starts at $837 a person
and includes accommodations,

airport transfers, daily breakfast,
an island lourlnd mnspomﬁon
to and from the

Similar pmgtams are being of-
fered by other hotels and tour op-
mmrs.ﬁxludhgopporluumesm

clear debris from a river and, for
scuba divers, to clean garbage de-
posited on the ocean floor by the
storm. The island tourism board,
Discover Dominica, maintains a
list of opportunities,

Many of the luxury resorts on
Anguilla are still rebuilding post-
Irma, but the Four Seasons Resort
Anguilla, which reopened in
March, plans to offer guests op-
portunities to participate in island
cleanups through the charity An-

QUINN

o G G, i o

On F\'Mays and Saturdays,
guests may also assist in distrib-
uring bags of groceries and house-
hold supplies to islanders. Zemi
Beach House, another partner in
mepwahmmmm

oppotmkstovohmer

cmiseshlpshmerepon are
also making voluntourism part of
shore excursions. Royal Caribbe-
‘an Cruises takes passengers to
P ' et e
king and pllnﬂlg.men-
mmmﬁ Sug-
gested and helped build a hydro-
ponic garden.

‘When they visit San Juan, Ce-
lebrity Cruises ships also offer

terested in volunteering in the
soup kitchen or the community
garden or working with children
or older adults,

Princess Cruises has an-
nounced a series of service-fo-
cused cruises that will participate
in volunteer activities on hurri-
cane-impacted islands including

Puerto Rico, St. Thomas and St.
Maarten.

In the Florida Keys, which
were also hit by Hurricane Irma,
volunteers can email keydeer
@lwsswwvdmuuelm

from the National Ke:
Deeradwe,:us.m&vnm-
life Service refuge that provides
vitalhahlutlurmdmemdl(ey

On!@yWest.CasaMaﬂnaw
sort named Christine Stein-
‘hauser its director of human re-
sommsmdvulmmrism.Sh

ks with groups
uthehnteltohnkd:em

\;olunteer m'ganh iaﬂpm, she
said, “are still here, still working,
still assisting with projects. They
branchoff in 50 many different ar-
eds you could take your pick of

food and water or helping with re-
construction.”



