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PA C K E D  W I T H  S I G H T S ,  S T Y L E  A N D 
A  W H O L E  L O T  O F  P E R S O N A L I T Y, 

N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y  I S  U N D O U B T E D LY  O N E
O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  M O S T  I R R E S I S T I B L E 

D E S T I N A T I O N S .  A S  K A T E  S Y M O N S 
D I S C O V E R S ,  T H E  C I T Y  T H A T  N E V E R 
S L E E P S  I S  A L S O  L E A D I N G  T H E  W A Y 

O N  S U S T A I N A B I L I T YThe big

apple
green

IT HAD BEEN THREE YEARS IN THE MAKING. THREE YEARS 
since I first tasted ‘7 Minutes in Heaven’, the smoothie of my
dreams from The Butcher’s Daughter in New York City’s Nolita 
neighbourhood, and three years waiting to taste it again.

It was as delicious as I had remembered, but as I strolled those 
famous streets, admiring the cast-iron architecture characteristic
of Downtown, I soon realised something was amiss. My drink 
was undrinkable. Literally. It refused to travel up the straw. The
lovely paper straw. The lovely, environmentally friendly paper 
straw. The lovely, environmentally friendly paper straw that, as 
it turned out, had been ruthlessly sliced open by the razor-sharp 
prongs of the cup’s lid, rendering it useless. 

Imperfect as they may be, the paper straw, it seems, is the
eco-effort du jour in New York City, at least for now. There wasn’t 
a plastic cousin in sight during my recent visit, an effort worth 
noting and applauding.

Of course, the city’s sustainability efforts go far deeper than 
the humble straw. In fact, the Big Apple is the most sustainable 
city in the United States and 14th globally, according to the 
2018 Sustainable Cities Index, which ranks cities on the pillars
of people, planet and profit. When graded solely on the planet 
categories, NYC drops to 20th globally, but still out-ranks all 
USA contenders.

This might come as a surprise. Thanks to pop culture, even
those who have never visited NYC understand it is a city densely 
packed with people, vehicles and buildings. The convergence
of people and resources is one of the unique challenges in 
urban environments, yet a highly visible commitment, from 
government level right through to straw-rejecting citizens, is 
keeping New York City at the forefront of sustainability. >>
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par for the course, and even the handwritten welcome note is 
penned on bio-degradable, seed-infused paper. Plant it, water it, 
and watch it grow. Blooming marvellous.

Azarabarzin says providing guests with mindful moments 
throughout their stay instigates engagement and further 
strengthens the hotel’s sustainability initiatives.

Already a world-leader, New York City stepped up its 
sustainability game in April by updating targets set by the city’s 
OneNYC strategy, originally announced in 2015. Carbon neutrality 
by 2050 and zero waste to landfill by 2030 are two key objectives; 
the city also became the first in the world to require all existing 
buildings of 25,000 square feet (about 2300 square metres) or 
more to lower their energy usage and emissions. This regulation 
has enormous potential. Almost 70 per cent of emissions in New 
York City come from its buildings and, citywide, about 50,000 
buildings are in excess of 25,000 square feet.

Coming in at 386,000 square feet, The Dominick is already 
on the case. Last year, the SoHo hotel became the second 
property in NYC to receive the Green Seal Bronze certification, 
an acknowledgement of its commitment to sustainable, efficient 
and recyclable services. 

The Dominick General Manager, Edward Shapard, says a 
genuine commitment to sustainability is not only good for the 
planet, it is increasingly important to guests.

“Today’s travellers are looking to stay at hotels that help 
them reduce their environmental impact and provide a local 
experience,” he says. “As this consumer intention continues to 
grow, we are continuing to amplify our efforts to seamlessly 
combine luxury with sustainability.” 

As part of the hotel’s commitment all major heating, 
ventilating and air-conditioning units follow schedules, which 

allows for decreased energy consumption; 90 per cent of lighting 
has been switched from halogen or fluorescent to LED, which 
has decreased heat emissions from 80 per cent to about 10 per 
cent; and a food-waste management system funnels refuse into 
Manhattan’s sewage, reducing landfill waste.

The food waste system is run by ORCA, touted as the leading
technology in environmentally friendly waste management. It 
works by using air, along with water and microbiology to turn 
food waste into an environmentally safe liquid.

Shapard says keeping abreast of new and emerging technologies 
is critical to maintaining the hotel’s lofty green standards. 

“As technology improves we look to stay on the cutting 
edge, constantly looking to evolve our initiatives and programs
in lockstep with the trends,” he says. “For example, we are 
working to complete the conversion of all lighting to LED, 
applying this to the entire building to make The Dominick as 
energy efficient as possible.”

To be sure, cutting-edge technology is a long way from paper 
straws, but actions big and small are required to better protect 
our environment. And while the so-called concrete jungle is
already an extraordinary travel destination, the lure of a green 
jungle is surely even stronger. 1 Hotel Brooklyn Bridge

The Dominick, also pictured below
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throughout their stay instigates engagement and further
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has enormous potential. Almost 70 per cent of emissions in New 
York City come from its buildings and, citywide, about 50,000 
buildings are in excess of 25,000 square feet.

Coming in at 386,000 square feet, The Dominick is already 
on the case. Last year, the SoHo hotel became the second
property in NYC to receive the Green Seal Bronze certification, 
an acknowledgement of its commitment to sustainable, efficient 
and recyclable services. 

The Dominick General Manager, Edward Shapard, says a 
genuine commitment to sustainability is not only good for the
planet, it is increasingly important to guests.

“Today’s travellers are looking to stay at hotels that help 
them reduce their environmental impact and provide a local 
experience,” he says. “As this consumer intention continues to
grow, we are continuing to amplify our efforts to seamlessly 
combine luxury with sustainability.” 

As part of the hotel’s commitment all major heating, 
ventilating and air-conditioning units follow schedules, which 

allows for decreased energy consumption; 90 per cent of lighting 
has been switched from halogen or fluorescent to LED, which 
has decreased heat emissions from 80 per cent to about 10 per 
cent; and a food-waste management system funnels refuse into 
Manhattan’s sewage, reducing landfill waste.

The food waste system is run by ORCA, touted as the leading 
technology in environmentally friendly waste management. It 
works by using air, along with water and microbiology to turn 
food waste into an environmentally safe liquid.

Shapard says keeping abreast of new and emerging technologies 
is critical to maintaining the hotel’s lofty green standards. 

“As technology improves we look to stay on the cutting 
edge, constantly looking to evolve our initiatives and programs 
in lockstep with the trends,” he says. “For example, we are 
working to complete the conversion of all lighting to LED, 
applying this to the entire building to make The Dominick as 
energy efficient as possible.”

To be sure, cutting-edge technology is a long way from paper 
straws, but actions big and small are required to better protect 
our environment. And while the so-called concrete jungle is 
already an extraordinary travel destination, the lure of a green 
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Harriet’s Rooftop at 1 Hotel Brooklyn Bridge

The Dominick, also pictured below
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