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2021’s Destination
of the Year

Pro Shop

• Shoes & Rain Gear
• The Long Game:
Woods & Hybrids
• Distance Measuring
Devices

Around the Game

+

• Where Are They Now?
• Shop Local: Spargo Golf

The Bucket List

• USGA Championship
Tracks in the Northeast
• Communities with Must
Play Courses
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Quivira Los Cabos Golf Club 5th Hole

Baja California Sur Dreamin’
Los Cabos is 2021’s Must-Visit Destination

W

ith so many people working from home these days, offices are becoming lonely places. But at the tip of Baja California Sur, on a sun-splashed
strip of sand called Médano Beach, there’s one office that’s bucking the trend. The Office, as it’s called, has to be one of the world’s most alluring
restaurants. Its multi-colored tables sit right on the beach and serve up a dazzling view of El Arco, The Arch, Cabo’s most famous natural
attraction. The fresh fish tacos, ceviche, and other Mexican specialties are the perfect complement to the tequila-infused drinks served with a smile at the bar.
At this office, the only work being done is the diligent pursuit of happiness—as is the case throughout beautiful Los Cabos.

By David DeSmith
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Courtesy of Evan Schiller

Puerto Los Cabos Golf Club

Costa Palmas Golf Club
From the minute you land at San Jose del Cabo
International Airport, you’ll know you’re in for a
special experience. Within steps of the arrivals hall,
Los Cabos welcomes you with a phalanx of lively,
open-air bars. Stopping for an ice-cold cerveza or
margarita before you head to your hotel is practically
mandatory. En route to your hotel, you’ll quickly get a
feel for what makes this area so special, the red
sandstone mountains, the cactus-laden desert
crisscrossed by dry arroyos, and ultimately, the
sparkling sea.

As late as the 1970s, Los Cabos was little more than a
collection of quaint fishing villages. Today, it’s an international
hot spot dotted with luxurious oceanfront hotels, bustling
restaurants and bars, natural and cultural attractions galore,
and golf courses that make superb use of their stunning
settings. Spend a day in Los Cabos and you’ll understand
immediately why the area is regarded as one of Mexico’s
national treasures; spend a week there and you may never
want to leave.
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Cabo Real Golf Club
The golf in Los Cabos is a lot like
what you’ll find in the American
southwest. It’s target golf on ribbons of
emerald green turf, only with stunning
ocean views. You’ll enjoy dramatic
views of the sea from every course—
when you’re not contending with sandy
waste areas and ball-hungry arroyos or
stopping for refreshment at the
courses’ bountiful comfort stations, or
chocitas, where smiling chefs serve up
fresh fish tacos and players oil their
swings with bracing nips of mezcal.
Some of the Los Cabos courses have
tee sheets that are open to everyone,
including the three Questro Group
courses (Puerto Los Cabos, Cabo Real,
and Club Campestre San Jose), Cabo
Del Sol’s Cove Club, and the three
thrilling nines at Palmilla GC.
To gain access to Los Cabos’ other
premier courses, you’ll need to be the
guest of an affiliated hotel. Here’s what
you need to know:
> Quivira GC – requires stay at one of
the four stellar Pueblo Bonito hotels:
12
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adults-only Pacifica, family-friendly
Sunset Beach, the Rose Resort &
Spa, or the Pueblo Bonito Los Cabos
Beach Resort
> Rancho San Lucas GC – requires stay
at one of the Solmar Hotels and
Resorts, including the Solmar Rancho

The Office on The Beach Restaurant

San Lucas and Solmar Land’s End.
> Diamante (Dunes or El Cardonal
Courses) – requires stay in one of
Diamante’s luxurious villas, casitas or
suites.
> Chileno Bay GC - requires stay at
Chileno Bay Resort, a stunning

COVER STORY
LOS CABOS

JW Marriott Los Cabos Beach Resort and Spa

Auberge property.
> Costa Palms GC – requires stay at the
splendid new Four Seasons Resort on
the peninsula’s East Cape
These courses all offer exceptional
experiences—and make any hotel transfers
necessary more than worth the effort.

Rancho San Lucas 17th Hole

Indoors, Los Cabos shines just as
brightly. The area offers a wide variety of
hotel options, including some nice
choices at lower rates. But luxurious
properties with dazzling architecture and
a wealth of on-property amenities are
more the norm. Along with the hotels

already mentioned, other great options
include the J.W. Marriott with its clean,
ultramodern design; The Waldorf Astoria
Los Cabos Pedregal, situated in its own
private cove surrounded by cliffs; and
Esperanza, another Auberge property
that’s a favorite of the Hollywood crowd.

The Arch Cabo San Lucas
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Pueblo Bonito Pacifica
In addition to golf, Los Cabos offers a myriad of other ways
to have fun in the sun. You can go sportfishing for marlin, tuna,
and other trophy catches just minutes from shore. Boating
excursions to see The Arch or go whale-watching are popular,
too—as are the diving and snorkeling in the clear, blue waters.
For sightseeing, you’ll want to divide your time between
lively Cabo San Lucas and San Jose del Cabo, where the
pace is decidedly slower. Cabo San Lucas, especially in the
busy harbor area, is where you’ll find restaurants, bars, and
nightclubs that pulse with energy late into the night. Good
dining choices include Los Tres Gallos (The Three Roosters)
for its authentic local fare, Nicksan Cabo for their otherworldly sushi, and Edith’s, a perennial favorite that’s just up
the hill from its sister restaurant, The Office. For nightlife, go
to Squid Roe or Sammy Hagar’s Cabo Wabo Cantina. At the
other end of the tourist corridor, San Jose del Cabo is your
destination for quieter cultural experiences, like its must-see
Thursday night art walk.
14
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At the moment, Los Cabos is one of the few international
golf destinations that Americans can visit. It’s easy to get
there via many major airlines, and the hotels and other
tourism providers have taken every precaution to help
ensure a safe visit. In fact, many of the destinations hotels
and resorts are participating in a new health security
protocol, “Sharecare Verified” by Forbes Travel Guide, that’s
supported by leading travel agency brands such as
Internova Travel Group.
Sean Winton, Founder and President of Distincte Travel
Group, thinks Los Cabos will be one of 2021’s hottest golf
travel destinations. “Golf pilgrimages to the famed links
courses of Scotland and Ireland are off the table,” Winton
said, “at least until mid-season 2022 or early 2023. Simply
put, there’s just very little available inventory. Golfers will
need a place to go—a destination that’s not only open but
matches the high standards desired for a proper golf
experience. We’re advising clients to swap out whisky for

Los Cabos Mexico
Couples Golf Fiesta
A Celebration of the Game
Dec 1 - 6, 2021

Cabo del Sol’s Cove Club
tequila, and to go where the desert meets the mighty
Pacific – Los Cabos. People who haven’t traveled there will
be astounded at how good it is. For those who have visited
before, it’s the perfect time to go back.” For Cabos San
Lucas Travel Safety Information go to: visitloscabos.travel/
industry/los-cabos-with-care/

To book your golf experience in Los Cabos, go to
www.CaboGolfLife.com, where the very best of Los
Cabos is just a click away.

Full Inclusive Package Includes
5 Nights at Pueblo Bonito Pacifica Golf & Spa Resort
4 Rounds of Golf:
Puerto Los Cabos
Rancho San Lucas
Cabo del Sol Cove
Quivira
All-Inclusive Food and Drinks at 4 Pueblo Bonito Resorts
All Airport / Golf Transfers
Welcome Reception / Farewell Receptions
Welcome Gift Bag
Concierge Services of Cabo Golf & Lifestyle Representatives

Package Prices Starting at:

Golfer - $3,350

Non-Golfer - $2,245

Don’t miss out, as this event will sell out.
Book now to hold your place!
Palmilla Golf Club

FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.CaboGolfLife.com • 877.327.0058
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A COUPLE OF TRAVELERS
THE SOUTHWEST

Southwest Resorts for Couples
BY ALICE & DANNY SCOTT

Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at Troon North

T

here is nothing like a getaway

to spice up a relationship and now more
than ever, couples might need a change
of scenery. Call it travel therapy,
navigating inevitable roadblocks with
humor to explore new activities, indulge in luxury
or simply retreat with a different point of view.
Lingering pandemic precautions make it safer and
more appealing for couples to journey together.
Golf courses are designed in the prettiest places, so
whether one or both play the game, here are 15
special golf resorts in the southwest for couples to
feast and frolic when ready, with masks and
sanitizer, of course.
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A COUPLE OF TRAVELERS
THE SOUTHWEST

Los Cabos

Pueblo Bonito Pacifica Golf & Spa Resort is all inclusive and
exclusively for adults. Jack Nicklaus’s dramatic Quivira course is for
guests and members only. After golf, couples might laze in the
intimate canopied swing beds on the beach, share a massage or
shuttle to Cabo San Lucas for a boat tour and snorkeling around
Land’s End and the famous Arch.
www.pueblobonito.com/resorts/pacifica

One & Only Palmilla is a five-star stunning property, secluded on
one of the few swimmable beaches in the area. Pools are
strategically perched for whale watching. Three nines by Nicklaus
and managed by Troon Golf are challenging and thrilling. The
Ocean Course number 3’s green teases the beach with perhaps a
yacht on the water and mansions above for the gallery.
www.oneandonlyresorts.com/palmilla

Grand Solar at Rancho San Lucas is the newest resort in Los Cabos
with three types of luxurious accommodations, all with ocean views.
Every hole of Greg Norman’s signature course also has a sweeping
Pacific Ocean view. Spanning three different ecosystems, it is perfectly
situated within 30 minutes of artisan shopping, downtown nightlife
and the San Jose del Cabo International Airport.
www.ranchosanlucas.com
Pueblo Bonito Pacifica Golf & Spa Resort

The Westin Mission Hills Golf Resort and Spa annually hosts
the first LPGA major event. Mountain views mirror off the
lake where the winner traditionally takes her plunge. Palm
Springs Walk of Stars is minutes away along with high end
shops and homes of the rich and famous. Take the Celebrity
Tour or feel like a star yourself, in the sunny Palm Springs area.
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/pspwi-the-westin-mission-hillsgolf-resort-and-spa/

Indian Wells Golf Resort partners with four hotels in
walking distance, the Hyatt Regency, Miramonte, Indian
Wells Resort Hotel, and Renaissance Esmeralda, all with spas.
Vue Grille & Bar is well named with a patio for watching the
desert scenery and golfers. The Celebrity Course plays against
the San Jacinto mountain background. The Players Course by
John Fought is a shot maker’s delight.
www.indianwellsgolfresort.com
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Palm Springs
The Westin Mission Hills Golf Resort and Spa

